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NLF Prods U.S. 

To Come to Table 

By Eric Wentworth 

Washington Post Foreign Service 

PARIS, Nov. 13 — The 
National Liberation Front 
prodded the United States 
here today to move ahead 
with the peace talks despite 
the absence of a delegation 
from Saigon. 

The new NLF pressure 
came on the heels of U.S. 
Secretary of Defense Clark M. 
Clifford’s warning yesterday 
that the United States might 
indeed have to take this course, 
at least by talking with Hanoi 
delegation, in the face of a 
continued Saigon boycott. 

Meanwhile, Saigon 'offi- 
cials here were described as 
worried by the prospect Clif- 
ford raised, foreseeing seri- 
ous risks particularly if it 
meant the U. S. negotiators; 
would be talking to both 
North Vietnamese and NLF 
representatives. 

Duong Dinh Thao, a mem- 
ber of the recently arrived 
NLF delegation, told a press 
conference his group was 
ready to take part in a four- 
party conference. “If the Sai- 
gon administration does not 
send its representatives.” he 
said, “the three parties (the 
NLF, North Vietnam and the 
United . States) must . meet 
henceforth to find a political 
solution to the Vietnam pro- 
blem.” 

Thao was asked whether the 
NLF .(Vietcong) could accept 
letting' the United States and 
North Vietnam negotiate mili- 
tary issues without the |TLF 
j delegation taking part. 

I “The National Liberation 
| Front,” he replied, “is quali- 
fied to resolve ailfl problems i 
| concerning South Vietnam. | 



iThat is why all the problems 
concerning South Vietnam 
can only be resolved with the 
National Liberation Front’s 
participation.” 

In thus appearing to reject 
talks between the United 
States and North Vietnamese 
delegations alone, Thao re- 
flected the position that 
Hanoi’s representatives have 
taken in recent days against 
continuing the two-party 
negotiations that began in 
May. 

But asked later Whether 
there were issues other than! 
those concerning South Viet-! 
nam that just the Americans 
and North . Vietnamese could 
discuss, Thao seemed to leave 
open that possibility. 

“If the Americans wish to 
discuss this or that other prob- 
lem with whomever,” he said, 
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“that is their right. It is also 
the right of the other party toj 
accept or not to accept discus- 
sions with them.” 

Clifford at his press confer-; 
ence yesterday said there were 
“a great many .subjects of a. 
military nature that can be 
covered between the United 
States and Hanoi” if the 
United States decided to forge 
ahead with the talks without 
a Saigon delegation. 

There was a serious ques-i 
tion Whether Hanoi’s delega- 
tion would agree to bilateral 
fraiks excluding the NLF. 



Sources close to the North 
Vietnamese envqys thought it 
extremely doubtful. 

Saigon’s official peace talks 
observer Pham Dang Lam met 
with chief U.S. negotiator W. 
Averell Harriman for more 
than half an hour today. U.S. 
sources offered no details. 

Lam said this evening that 
his government maintained its 
stand against taking part-in 
the talks unless, among other 
things, 'the. NLF representa- 
tives were clearly > identified 
as a subordinate part of a 
single Communist delegation 
led by Hanoi. 

Thao, during his press con- 
ference,. insisted the Saigon 
formula proposed last Friday 



by President Thieu was “com- 
pletely ridiculous” and the 
NLF wanted an independent 
and equal role at the bargain- 
ing table. 



Soviets See Prospects 

For Ending Viet War 

MOSCOW, Now 13 (UPI) — 
The Soviet Union declared to- 
day there exist “favorable 
conditions” for the settlement 
of the Vietnam 'Wax. The state- 
ment was contained in the. of- 
ficial communique published 
at the end of a visit to- the So- 
viet Union by Afghanistan’s 
Premier Noor Ahmad Etemadi. 

The communique said the 
two sides during their talks 



“expressed satisfaction with 
the fact that the agreement 
was reached to end the mili- 
tary actions against the DRV 
(North Vietnam;) and ex- 
pressed the view that favora- 
ble conditions for the settle- 
ment of the Vietnamese prob- 
lems as a whole exist now.” 
[The Communist Party news- 
paper Pravda today accused 
U.S. hawks of being behind 
the delay in the start, of the 
Paris peace talks, , Reuters re- 
ported. Commentator Ivan 
Shehedrov described as “flim- 
sy” a U.S. argument that the 
talks were being held up be- 
cause of Saigon’s refusal to 
deal with the NLF.] 




Warns N. Vietnam 
ISot to Peril Talks 

By Murrey Maxder 

Washington/£ost) Staff Writer 

The UnitecTStates sought 
to shift public attention yes- 
terday from soaring prob- 
lems with its ally, South 
Vietnam, to mutual prob- 
lems with their joint adver- 
sary, North Vietnam. 

“Serious” concern was ex- 
pressed by the State Depart- 
ment about “verified instances 
since Nov. 9” of firing by 
North Vietnamese forces 
within the Demilitarized Zone 
upon Allied forces south of 
the DMZ. 

“Our representatives in 
Paris,” said the State Depart- 
ment, “have brought this situ- 
ation forcefully to the atten- 
tion of the North Vietnamese.” 
The statement pointedly re- 
called, that President Johnson 
and Defense Secretary Clark 
M. Clifford “have made clear” 
there cannot be “serious” 
peace talks in Paris “if the 
DMZ were abused.” 

But the statement was 
1 wholly silent on Clifford’s 
other comments on Tuesday 
which aroused unprecedented 
public indignation from Sai- 
gon officialdom yesterday. 

' Clifford bluntly had said 
that, if South Vietnam con- 
tinued to balk at -attending 
expanded peace talks in Paris, 
the United States could pro- 
ceed alone to negotiate a 
“withdrawal” of U.S. and 
North Vietnamese forces from 
the war. In Saigon, South Viet- 
namese. Information Minis- 
ter Ton That Thien expressed 
official “shock,” underscoring 
“shock because the United 
States is our ally.” 

W ashington officials con- 
ceded that one purpose of yes- 
terday’s new American state- 
ment was to reassure Saigon 
about U.S. purposes in Paris. 
Another was to challenge sev- 
eral North Vietnamese state- 
ments and actions, they said. 

At the same time, the 
White House neither officially 
embraced nor disavowed Clif- 
ford’s implied threat. Presi- 
dent Johnson, observers noted, 
often operates with a combina- 
tion of implied pressures and 
reassurances, without clarifica- 
tion. 

I White House Press Secre- 



tary George Christian, side- • 
stepping a barrage of news- 
men’s questions, finally said, 
“We will let Mr. Clifford’s 
news conference stand as his 
news conference, the same as 
Secretary Rusk’s news confer- 
ence and Mr. Rostow’s [Presi- 
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dential adviser Walt W. Ros- 
tow] statement on television. 

“I am not getting into the 
business of seeking differ- 
ences,” said Christian. “I 
frankly don’t see much basic 
difference in any of the state- 
ments American officials have 
made on this subject.” 

State Department Press Of- 
ficer Carl Barteh told other 
newsmen simultaneously that 
a forthcoming statement from 
that Department should add 
some “clarity and understand- 
ing” to the U.S. position on 
South Vietnam and the Paris 
talks. In fact, it turned out to 
be primarily a reiteration of 
the U.S. stand, issued “to set 
the record straight.” 

Informed sources said the 
statement was prepared in the 
State Department and was 
cleared with the White House 
-and other departments. 

Read to newsmen by Barteh 
on behalf of Under Secretary 
of State Nicholas deB. Katzen- 
bach, who is Acting Secretary 
while Rusk is on a European 
trip, the statement made the 
following points: 




CARL BARTCH 
. . . states U.S. position 



1. It disputed “the claims 
being made by North Vietnam 
that we (the United States) 
have agreed to a four-sided or I 
four-party conference” in 
Paris. 

The United States repeated 
that it had agreed only on hav- 
ing ^two, sides” in Paris, with 
the United States and South 
Vietnam on One side and 
North Vietnam on the other, 



free to “include on their side 
whomever -they wished.” The 
United States, however, does 
not consider the National Lib- 
eration Front— Saigon’s bitter 
rival in South Vietnam— “to 
be an independent' entity” in 
the talks, whatever Hanoi 
says, but instead “an organiza- 
tion controlled by Hanoi.'” 

2. The United States is con- 
tinuing aerial reconnaissance 
over North -Vietnam “as re- 
quired” since President John- 
son on Nov. 1 halted ,the 
bombing of the North. The 
statement challenged com- 
ments by JNTorth Vietnam “im- 
plying that .the continuation of 
these (reconnaissance) opera- 
tions violates understandings” 
on the bombing halt. . - 

North Vietnam, which had 
insisted that the United States 
| must stop “all other acts of 
I war” in addition to the bomb- 
!ing “accepted,” instead, the 
|U.S. terminology for.tb/pping 
! “all other acts involving the 
use of force.” 

3. The United States is 
watching “very closely in- 
deed” the military situation in 
the Demilitarized Zone which 
separates North and Mouth 
Vietnam. 



While specifying that the 
United States now has told 
North Vietnam of its serious 
concern about shelling from 
the DMZ “since Nov. 9,” the 
statement yesterday omitted 
What Clifford had added the. 
day before. 

Clifford said Tuesday that 
there were “violations” of the 
DMZ on Nov. 9, but no “prov- 
able violations” between then 
and the morning of Nov. 12. 
For the present, however, Clif- 
ford added, “I am willing to 
proceed with these efforts to 
get the talks started, and not 
conclude that these violations 
are sufficient to warrant stop- 
ping all that has gone on until 
a pattern emerges.” 

But in yesterday’s state - 1 
meat,, the Administration evi- 
dently sought to convince Ha- 
noi — and South Vietnam — that 
Washington is taking a sterner 
view of North- Vietnam’s per- 
formance on all counts? - 

The warning to North Viet- 
nam about the DMZ, U.S. 
sources said, was personally 
delivered by U.S. diplomats in 
Paris to .their North Vietnam- 
ese counterparts. . there at 
about the time Clifford' was 
speaking to newsmen Tuesday. 




